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The  bureau  of  Educational  Experiments 

was  organized  some  six  years  ago  by  a  group  of  men  and  women  of 
varied  professional  backgrounds  who  wished  to  further  a  cooperative 
study  of  normal  children  in  a  normal  environment.  Our  aim  is  two- 
fold :  first,  to  conduct  researches  which  will  lead  to  further  and  fuller 
data  concerning  children's  growth,  and  second,  to  bring  schools  and 
specialists  dealing  with  various  aspects  of  children  into  intimate  and 
working  contact  with  one  another. 

These  aims  are  made  practical  through  having  a  school  for  our 
laboratory  and  through  having  both  research  and  practical  programs 
for  our  research  staff.  But,  obviously,  a  particular  kind  of  school  and 
a  particular  kind  of  specialist  is  also  necessary.  A  school  conducted  in 
the  spirit  of  experimentation,  one  that  gives  its  children  a  curriculum 
of  experiences  as  well  as  of  information,  will  be  a  good  place  for  chil- 
dren to  grow  in  and  so  will  also  be  a  good  laboratory  in  which  to  study 
the  growth  of  children :  a  specialist  who  is  interested  in  normal  devel- 
opment rather  than  in  cure  will  see  the  opportunities  in  such  a  school 
laboratory.  In  the  six  years  of  its  experiment?,  the  Bureau  has  worked 
in  a  number  of  schools,  public  and  private.  At  present,  its  work  is 
confined  to  our  own  Nursery  School  w.th  8  to  10  children  from 
sixteen  months  to  three  years  of  age,  and  to  Miss  Caroline  Pratt's 
City  and  Country  School,  an  experimental  school  with  125  children, 
ranging  from  three  years  through  eleven.  As  both  schools  are  in  one 
building  and  as  the  nursery  children  pass  on  to  the  three-year-old 
group  in  the  City  and  Country  School,  these  two  schools  for  purposes 
of  research  constitute  one  laboratory. 

At  present  our  research  staff  consists  of  a  physician  and  a  psy- 
chologist, with  assistants  for  certain  phases  of  their  work,  a  statis- 
tician, and  a  social  investigator  who  gathers  home  records.  From  time 
to  time  we  have  had  other  members, — a  health  worker,  nutrition 
workers,  a  recorder,  as  well  as  fellows  in  special  subjects.  Reports  of 
the  work  of  several  of  these  have  been  published  in  our  bulletins,  or 
in  technical  magazines  or  in  book  form,  as  has  been  also  a  report  of 
the  first  three  years  of  our  Nursery  School  experiment. 
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Setting  Up  A 

NURSERY  SCHOOL, 

City  and  Country 


By 

DISTA  H.  CALDWELL,  M.A. 
Director  of  The  John  B.  Caldwell  Memorial 
Nursery  School,  New  York,  N.  Y.     . 
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